CITIES / TRAFFIC / HOMES
Nouns



air conditioning

amenities (heating, shops, supermarkets)

anguish

apartment (block)

(rural/residential) area

atmosphere

attraction

(office/tower) block

block of flats

brick (buildings)

buildings

bungalow

bypass

capital city

(multi-storey) car park

car park spaces

castle

cathedral

central heating

(capital/ historic/ industrial) city

city council

commuter

concert hall

cottage

lively cultural scene

dining room

(business) district

dog owner

doom and gloom

dormitory towns

dreariness

drive

entrance

(housing/ industrial) estate

an eyesore

(leisure) facilities

fence

flatmate

football stadium

freezer

gate

grass verge

harbour

health centre

hedge

hotchpotch furniture

hustle and bustle of a city

ice rink

kilometres per hour

(bus/cycle) lane

leisure centre

lighting

market square

melting pot

mosque

neighbour

neighbourhood

new town

nightlife

one-way street

opening times

outskirts

parking

pedestrian crossing

pedestrian precinct

property

public face (of most major cities)

public library

public transport (system)

recreation ground/playing field

roundabout

rush hour

shops brimful with consumer goods

short cut

side road

shutter

skyscrapers

skyline

(wide open) spaces

suburbs

surroundings

tackiness

taxi rank

temple

(market/seaside/industrial) town

town hall

traffic accident

traffic jam

traffic lights

underground /subway/tube

underpass

utility room

villa

warehouses

wood

Adjectives
ancient

barking dogs

below ground

bright

bright lights

bustling

cobbled (streets)

colourful

commonplace

cosmopolitan

cluttered

cramped (living conditions)

(over)crowded

cultural capital of Europe

cultural mix

culturally enriching experience

daunting

delightful

detached (house)

dreary

dull

elegant

en suite (bathroom)

famous for sth

fitted (kitchen/cupboards)

frenetic

full of life

grim

heavy traffic

historic

huge

ideal (location)

impressive

light

lively

local (people)

medieval

multi-storey (car park)

narrow

natural (beauty)

necessary (kitchen appliances)

noisy neighbours

outlying villages

overcrowded

overpriced

peaceful

picturesque

pleasant

politically stable

rich, colourful history

rough (area)

ruined

run-down

safe

scruffy cafes, hotels

semi-detached

spacious

sprawling city

stuffy room/train compartment

temperate (climate)

terraced (house)

tiny

towering (skyline)

up-to-date

well-equipped (with …)

wide open (spaces)

winding (river/ streets)

Verbs / Verb phrases
abhor sth

all that remains is a small number of bars
amble through the streets

appeal to s.o.

ban 

be caught speeding

be covered over

be easy to explore on foot

be famous for sth

be fraught with danger/problems

be hard to park

be home and dry

be in the heart of sth

be made up of …

be pulled down

be ranked in the top thirty

be rich in restaurants

be rife with (sth negative)

be run down

be threadbare

be well looked after

be within walking distance of sth

boast better restaurants

break down

burgle a house

chop down trees

clutter sth up

commit a crime

commute to work

crash into sth

a river divides/runs through the town

do an emergency stop

do chores (the washing, the gardening, the cleaning)

do out a room

do s.o. in

do sth up

do without sth

drip

drive off

feel homesick

feel special ties to sth

feel threatened

get away from the stresses of city living

get lost

give rise to violence/unemployment

go sightseeing

grow into a modern city

hammer sth home

have a wide range of sporting, cultural and entertainment facilities

hit the nail on the head

install an alarm

it’s hardly changed at all in the last ten years

it reminds me of …

knock sth/s.o. down

lead to stress

leave rubbish/litter in the streets

let s.o. down

live in the centre of the city

live in the suburbs

live together in a confined space

live on the edge of the city

live on the outskirts of the city

lose control of the car

lose its sparkle

lose your steering

make alternative travel arrangements

make it an ideal location for a family day out

make yourself at home

mind your own business

miss s.o.

move out

offer a high standard of medical care and education

overtake

present s.o. with myriad possibilities for fun

provide an excellent base for exploring the surrounding area

pull the car over

put it down to sth

put your own house in order

rob a bank

scrawl graffiti on public buildings

see the sights

set an alarm off

settle down in the countryside

shoplift

shun sth

slow down

spill over into sth

stop for a while

stroll through the parks

strike a balance between X and Y

take a step back into the past

take a tourbus

take sth for granted

tidy up an area of the city

trail behind other cities in terms of tourism

walk the dog

wander through the noisy backstreets

