PEOPLE, FAMILY AND RELATIONSHIPS
Nouns



anguish

bad-temperedness
the be-all and end-all of one’s life
bride

burden

ceremony

childhood

coping strategies

crowds

face

family gathering

feat

flatmate

foreigner

freckles

friendship

gift

glasses

groom

guest

guidance counsellor

male chauvinist

marriage to s.o.

mood

neighbour

nephew

niece

peer group

penfriend

pose

present

priest

reception

relative

self-esteem

self-help books

sibling

sister-in-law

staunch feminist

step sister

stranger

suit

support group

talent

toddler

tolerance towards other cultures

traits

a turning point in my life/career

twins

under an assumed identity

wedding anniversary

widow

Adjectives
big-headed

bone idle

bossy

calm and collected

careful (about her appearance)

cheerful

childish (behaviour/attitude)

civil (wedding)

close / best/ old (friends)

close-knit

colourful

compatible

condescending

considerate

curly

dark

dead tired

dishonest

(dis)similar to

distrustful

down

dual nationality

easy-going

elderly

emotional needs

fearful

fickle

fired with enthusiasm

flattering

full (lips)

gloomy

gritty

grown up

inspiring

intuitive

lively

long-lasting happiness

long-lost

mean

melodramatic

middle-aged

moody

nagging parents

nosey

notorious for sth

outgoing

overwhelming/overwhelmed

(im)patient

pale (complexion/eyes)

pigheaded

pointed (chin/ face/nose)

(im)polite

pregnant

red in the face

(un)reliable

(ir)responsible

round

rude

scared

self-assured

self-confident

sense of humour

sensible

sensitive

short

smug

snappy

spoilt

stifling

straight

stroppy

supportive

sympathetic

talented

talkative

tanned (skin)

tense

thirtyish

thoughtful

thoughtless

three-year-old (daughter)

touchy

traditional

turned-up (nose)

wavy

wealthy

well-known

well-off

youngster

Verbs / Verb phrases
agonise as a teenage about sth/doing sth

be a dark horse

be appalled at sth

be ashamed of sth / doing sth

be at a disadvantage

be at the end of their tether

be bowled over by sth/s.o.

be brought up by s.o.

be caught up in sth

be close to s.o.

be downright rude

be easy to talk to

be feeling blue

be full of enthusiasm

be full of life

be fun to be with

be honest with s.o.

be in his / her (early / late) teens

be in his / her (early / late) twenties

be in the dog house

be in touch with s.o.

be in the limelight

be in two minds about sth

be influenced by sth/s.o.

be intrigued by sth

be like s.o.

be lost for words

be more of  hindrance than a help
be obsessed with sth/s.o.

be on the same wavelength as s.o.

be over the moon about sth

be poles apart (from s.o.)

be stuck with sth/s.o.

bottle things up

break a promise

break a record

bump into s.o.

catch s.o. unprepared

come across s.o.

come close to understanding sth

come from a sheltered background

come to terms with sth

cope with sth

counteract differences in communication styles

deal with someone’s changing moods

develop deep-rooted ideas about sth

do your bit

do sth with ease

do without sth

dress smartly /casually/ informally/formally/

expect a baby

experience stresses and strains

fall in love (with s.o.)

fall out (with s.o.)

feel at ease with s.o.

feel drawn to s.o.

feel jealous about sth/s.o.

feel like a fish out of water

feel pride at sth

feel strongly about sth

feel you’re on common ground with s.o.

fit in

relationships can flourish

follow in s.o’s footsteps   - follow in my grandfather’s footsteps

fret about sth

gain independence

get / be married to s.o.

get / be engaged to s.o.

get / be divorced from s.o.

get in touch (with s.o.)

get off scot-free

get on well/badly  (with s.o)

get sth off one’s chest

get to know s.o.

glance at s.o./sth

go bald

go grey

go through a phase (of doing sth)

grow up in (a place)

harbour a grudge against s.o.

have a bad/good influence on s.o.

have a bad-hair day

have a grievance against s.o.

have serious consequences for s.o.

have a strong personality for sth

have a bad/good relationship with s.o.

have a good ear for sth

have a heart to heart

have her hands full

have regrets about sth

have things in common (with s.o.)

have your first child

hit it off with s.o.

hit on the idea of sth

instil values of respect, honesty

it boils down to love and security

it’s kind of central to who I am

it’s her life!

it’s quite an important part of my life

it’s up to you.

keep busy

keep a conversation flowing

keep an eye on sth/ s.o.

keep in touch (with s.o.)

keep s.o. in the dark about sth

keep track of (birthdays)

keep up with sth

keep your fingers crossed

lack confidence in oneself

leads to a lasting intimacy

learn from the mistakes you make

life’s too short

live side by side

live up to (my parents’ expectations)

look a gift horse in the mouth

look after number one

look after s.o.

look alike

look down on s.o.

look like s.o.

look on the bright side

look up to s.o.

lose touch (with s.o.)

lose your appetite

lose your nerve

make a fuss about/over  sth

make friends (with s.o.)
make good

make light of sth
make up (with s.o.)

meet s.o. by chance

meet people

meet up with s.o.

nurture one another

open up to each other

overcome hurdles

overreact to sth

pass over s.o.

place a strain on sth /s.o

pop in to see someone

pride oneself on doing sth

promote a greater understanding between ..

pull s.o.’s leg

put aside fears

put all my energy into sth/doing sth

put someone up for a few days

put up with s.o.

read between the lines

remember the trauma of doing sth

retire from work

run in the family

save s.o’s life

seek reassurance and comfort

shake like a leaf 

snap at s.o.

socialise

speak volumes about s.o.

stab s.o. in the back

strive to do sth

sulk about sth

take a leaf out of someone’s book

take after s.o.

take care of s.o./sth for s.o.

take early retirement

take s.o. by surprise

take s.o./sth for granted

take s.o. to court

take over the family business

talk sense into s.o.

treat s.o. with respect

turn a blind eye to sth

turn over a new leaf

turn s.o. down

turn to s.o. for help

turn sth to your advantage

undermine s.o’s confidence

weigh up the factors that affect marriages and relationships

wind s.o. up

